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Dear West Valley Mothers for Retinoblastoma Awareness: Dear West Valley Mothers for Retinoblastoma Awareness: 
  
Thank you for your recent letter to Rick Brausch in which you expressed your strong 
concerns about the Department of Toxic Substances Control’s (DTSC) December 2006 
fact sheet regarding the Santa Susana Field Laboratory.  Mr. Brausch referred your 
letter to me for our response. You took extreme exception to the following statement in 
the fact sheet: 
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“Epidemiology is not an area in which we have specific expertise, 
however, our toxicologist has researched the scientific literature regarding 
this condition and found there is no known environmental cause for 
retinoblastoma.” 
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On behalf of DTSC, I sincerely apologize for these statements.  DTSC does not have 
expertise in epidemiology and should not have commented on these matters.  We will 
delete this discussion in the December 2006 fact sheet posted on DTSC’s website.  We 
will also post your letter and this letter of apology on our website.  
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You may wish to contact the California Department of Health Services or the federal 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, both of whom have expertise in 
epidemiology and evaluation of cancer clusters, for assistance.  The following are the 
primary contacts for each agency: 
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Again, I offer our sincere apologies.  If you have any further questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact Larry Woodson, DTSC Public Participation Supervisor, at 
(916) 255-3648. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Signed by Barbara Coler 
 
Barbara Coler, Chief 
Permitting and Corrective Action Division 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Sheila Kuehl 

California State Senator  
10951 West Pico Boulevard, Suite 202 
Los Angeles, California 90064  

 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer  
U.S. Senator  
312 N. Spring Street, Suite 1748 
Los Angeles, California 90012  
 
The Honorable Diane Feinstein  
U.S. Senator  
11111 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 915  
Los Angeles, California 90025  
 
The Honorable Elton Gallegly  
U.S. Representative  
2829 Townsgate Road, Suite 315  
Thousand Oaks, California 91361-3018 
 
The Honorable Henry Waxman  
U.S. Representative  
8436 West Third Street, Suite 600  
Los Angeles, California 90048  
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cc: The Honorable Greig Smith  
Los Angeles City Councilmember  
200 N. Spring Street, Room 405  
Los Angeles, California 90012  
 
The Honorable Dennis P. Zine  
Los Angeles City Councilmember  
200 N. Spring Street, Room 450 
Los Angeles, California 90012  
 
The Honorable Julia Brownley 
State Assemblymember   
6355 Topanga Canyon Boulevard, Suite 205  
Woodland Hills, California 91367  
 
The Honorable Zev Yaroslavsky  
Los Angeles County Supervisor  
Room 821 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration  
500 West Temple Street  
Los Angeles, California 90012  
 
Mr. Robert Greger  
California Department of Health Services  
Radiologic Health Branch  
Brea Region 5  
1800 E. Lambert Road, Suite 125  
Brea, California 92821-4397  
 
Ms. Elizabeth Crawford  
Physicians for Social Responsibility  
3250 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1400  
Los Angeles, California 90010  
 
Mr. Mark Perryman  
RocketdyneWatch LLC  
14320 Ventura Boulevard, #270  
Sherman Oaks, California 91423  
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cc: Ms. Christina Walsh  

8463 Melba Avenue  
West Hills, California 91304 
 
Mr. Burt Cooper 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
1825 Century Boulevard 
Atlanta, Georgia 30345 
 
Dr. Richard Kreutzer 
California Department of Health Services 
850 Marina Parkway 
Richmond, California 94804 
 
Mr. Rick Brausch 
Deputy Director for Legislation 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
1001 I Street 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, California 95812 
 
Mr. Watson Gin, P.E. 

 Deputy Director 
 Hazardous Waste Management Branch 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
1001 I Street 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, California 95812 
 
Mr. James M. Pappas, P.E.  
Branch Chief 
Northern California Permitting and Corrective Action Branch 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
 
Ms. Sara Amir, Chief 
Southern California Cleanup Operations Branch 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
1011 N. Grandview Avenue 
Glendale, California 91201-2205 
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Mr. Larry Woodson 
Public Participation Supervisor 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
 
Mr. TR Hathaway, DVM, MS, DABT 
Staff Toxicologist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
 
Mr. Nathan Schumacher 
Public Participation Specialist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
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West Valley Mothers for Retinoblastoma Awareness


c/o RocketdyneWatch, LLC


14320 Ventura Blvd. #270


Sherman Oaks, California 91423


Dear West Valley Mothers for Retinoblastoma Awareness:


Thank you for your recent letter to Rick Brausch in which you expressed your strong concerns about the Department of Toxic Substances Control’s (DTSC) December 2006 fact sheet regarding the Santa Susana Field Laboratory.  Mr. Brausch referred your letter to me for our response. You took extreme exception to the following statement in the fact sheet:
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